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Question:

Regarding our questia) we would like to bring to your attention thaiMuslims of various countries
and continents of the world have populat€gnadain large numbersMasjid, schools and religious
institutions havebeen established as wellluslimsof various backgroundsonstantly marry, work and
live togetheramong themselves$eople from different countries have joined together tire masjids
alsa However,Ramadn andE 3ddtes are disunitedvhich results inE 3being celebrated on two
separate day inthe very samdénome. Toeliminatethis problem some reputable scholarsnosques and
Islamic centers havormeda group Thiscommitteeconsiderghe entire worldasonehorizon. They
have formalizedsome guidelines and criterjavith an effort to bring ease upon thiuslim community
The guidelines and rules are written below.

1. Date of sighting the crescent mulseobserved on the 29th

2. Decision will be made based on the actual sighting of the first mbon){withlthe naked
human eye.

3. Testimony will be taken from people who claim to have seen the first moon. If the skies are
clear in the area where the sighting assumingly was made, then the testimony of ten people
will be preferred to declare the new lunar month and decided through the testignof a
minimum of two witnesses. If the sky is cloudy or hazy then the testimony of a minimum of two
witnesses will be required to establish the new lunar month.

4. Sighting reports will be accepted from any country of the world where we are able to obtain
reliable informationby technology tools available to us

5. Testimony will be taken from organizati@whom we haveagreemeng and communication
with, that have declared the sighting of the first moor(i )| n |

6. A testimony can be rejected due to extermafidence such as the impossibility of sighting the
first moon according to astronomical data in the region where the sighting was claimed to have
been made.

7. Astronomical data will be used for informing the public about the scientifically most possible
dateof the new lunar montffor the ease of logisticut will be confirmedand declareduipon
the actualsighting of thefirst moon.

8. This criteria will be adopted for ativelve Islamic lunar months

Please kindly provide your valuable inptelated tothe entire worldconsideredas onehorizond G| o b a |
Moon Sightingdé and the aforementioned guidelines.
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Also,if after sunset, crescent sighting is established and declared by local scholdgs@ countries
that are 5 or 6 hours ahead of Cangfta exampe South Africa etc.), would it be permissible for us to
make the announcement here in Canada before our sunset?

Answer:
In the Name of #] the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful
May Alhh Send Blessingporthe Wlettered PropH&uHammad]

Wehave witten in [the book]Fatwa Darul Uloom Zakariyyshat in countries that are distant [from
each other]i k ht i find(indivalual lozed regional sightingss considered. This is theandpointof
the mutad kdikhir 1 (later scholars). There ameferencesrecordedthere [in the book] pertaining to this
view. However, there is also no objection in adopting the other view point for the unity of the country
whichis actuallythed h n hi r @rdedominatglysiramdniew). In fact, it will be more appropriate
and better (to adopt the global sightingew).

In South Africa, the local scholalmave adopted the first view point [of k h t i 1nd-findvadlal ma
local regional sightingsdue tonumerouspurposefulobjectives that are before thenfAs for your good
selvesyou are certainly permitted tadoptthed h n hi r @redominatelysiromdiew)due to
beneficial objectives [that you encounteth doing sg thiswill not be categorized asalf{j (piecing
together various viewpoint§rom more than onanadhatagainst the knowrmprinciples of
jurisprudence), rather both viewpoints exist within the parameters of tibadhalischool of Islamic
law). Thesynopsisofthed h n hi r @redominately stranb viey) in countriesnearby and at
distancesis that the reliable sighting ofanother country can serve as evidence the people of
Canada. For thistancethere is no need to list religious proofs for knowledgeable persons like
yourselvessince thesgurisprudential evidencesare already clear before youeBpite that, we present
a fewhereby:

00n t he aut horninayh, o fl Hiddynmx fhere ia ho cohgidérationofk ht i | nf al
man |(indévidual local regional sightings)This is the stromger viewd .
(Sharh Tyfat al Mulk li Muammad bin Abd alfa a bf bilba @ Makavolume 2 page 1264

In the explanatory remarks of this, the following is narrated frdvha j ma 6 (@lumeA pdyeR91

0 T h i s madalfschbokof Islamic jurisprudence) and tfiea t(l@gagl verdict) is upon this

7

viewpoint, as is found in moseliable texts 6
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The following is documented iRl nw3alnal Dur

0As stated,tiis bindinguponthe people of the east due to the sighting of the pedpléhe
west, as long ashe crescentsighting is established by them through a legalgliable method
This is the view found il Dur The author hasliscussedhe matter with generality, hence¢he
verdict will include any distancéetweenthe countries whether the distance entails multiple
horizons or not .al mafi nw3alnal Dur volume 1 pagg 449

Keeping this viewpoint in mind, you amefinitely permitted to make a decision of RamgdandE ,d
based on thauthentic verified news of other countries.

Here-beloware the answesto your questionsin numerical order:

1. The dhte ofcrescentsighting must certainly be observed on th6"eve of the lunar month.

2. In the light of aHndih (prophetic reports) andigh(jurisprudence) this is alscaccuratethat the
decisionof Ramadn andE 3bd made based on the actual sighting of the first maon {lwighl
the naked human eye.

3. Inthe scenario where thhorizonis clear, it is necessarpthavek h a b r  nfreperts #dm3 d h
multitudes of people). If the members of suckrascent committeare satisfied with the
testimony of 10 persons and the testimonyaisonot against external evidences, then it is
correct for youto accept theirtestimony and make the declaratignegarding the lunar
months]. Imnm Alo Yosuf(may Alh have mercy upon hirassuggested0 persongfor khabr
mu s t Jal f myndtialf bin Ayob (may Alth have mercy upon hiras stated that irthe region
of Balkh 500people are alseegarded as fewHoweverin this matter theislamicu d ge ds ver di
will be taken intoconsideation.

oln this matter,Imnm Ao Yosuffmay Al | nh h a yhasconsidee§Omerpon hi n
I mnm Khal gma yb i Aaved Agioy bipon hinas stated that ithe region of

Balkh 500 people amdnsideredess.The more appropriateverdict is thatthis matter

be left tothe decree of the islamiugged (al Fatwa al Sijiyah page 168

4. Afterissuingthef a t(leggl vedict) of non-considerationofi k h t i find(indivalual loTed
regional sighting$, you may acceptthke h a b r  nfreports &dnmenaultitudes of people)
from other countries, provided that the counyrdecision is not against external evidences.
Thepurposefor this clausds thatafter the announcement of crescent sightinig some
countries, the next day also, the moon is not visible. Sometimes the claim is madeaufra
aging up to 6 or 7 hours
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5. You can also accept thiescentsighting from countries where yohavemutual agreements
and communicationprovided it is not against external evidences aimdalls within the
parameters ofscientific] sighting possibility.

6. You should not accept therescentsighting reports from places where giting is
[scientifically] impossible unless the skies are clear and multitudes of people rataally
observed thaeported crescent sightingl m nliom Shhnah al HalaRin the [book], Shar
Mandbmah ibr'Wahlgn, declares,

0The i nt e loftecontengporarigsifreamtheShifi@ school, Imm Tagal Dn al
Sublk(may Alth have mercy on himas authored a ok on this topic He has indicated in,it
the validity oftheir statements astronomers / tmekeepery, for indeed mathematical
calculationsestablish certainty.

(SharMa n d h o ma h lilinal SMiahhabHglapage 92

Inotherwordsl mnm Taq3 amapPl Al bhh S jikodthe(pirion that o n
calculations lead taefiniteness Majority jurists do not accept thdeclarationsof astronomers.
However in the modern era, thegcientific declarationshouldbe considered tanegate[false
crescent sightings]Meaning when they say that sighting is impossitieen sighting does not
occur.

7. This clause is also absolutely correct. The day when there is grgsaientific] possibility of
moon sighting more importance should be stressed to observediescent.

8. The act of moon sightinghould be given due importance fail twelve monthsof the yearso
that the crescentsightings of Shkian, Ramagh and Bl be made aonstant practice
If the occurrence of crescent sighting is established after sunseh@sé countries that are a
time zone 5 or 6 hours before yom [Canada]you maydeclareyour annourcements of
R a ma dngll 3 idis essential to note thaf the announcement ok 3atlFir is declaredat
ADr [in your time zone] then the fast of that day must be completed.

0 Wh e ncresckngof ending the fashg period(E ? id seen during the day, theypust
completet he f ast i n gl Fagwa alSifiyah page 869 6 (

And Aln h Al howshBest

(Muft9 Radrul-Eaq (nay Albjh overlook his shortcomings
( Muf t 3) I nayn séviesldojhislshortcomjngs
Darull f t n ,Ulo@raZakarlyya

10 Rabi a¥khar, 1434 (21 February, 2013)
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